
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest 

This morning it was wonderful to be able to gather at the church for our 
Harvest Festival. Harvest is a special time to give thanks for the food we 
enjoy and to think about others in our community.  

During today’s service, pupils from across the school presented 
information on where our food comes from, the importance of farmers 
and how we can help people who may be less fortunate than us.  

Thank you for your generous donations. Over the next coming weeks, our Junior Governors will collect and 
take the food to the Bognor Regis Food Bank.  

We will continue to donate food throughout the year, so please place any donations in the ‘drop bin’ in the 
school’s reception.  

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycle to School Week 

This week it has been wonderful to see many families engaging with Cycle to School Week. Children were 
extremely keen at the end of the day to see if they were the winners of the ‘golden padlock.’  

It would be fantastic to see the efforts of last week being sustained, with more families building positive 
habits by riding or scooting throughout the school year. This would support our long-term aim of reducing 
the amount of traffic on Church Lane and Orchard Way and reducing the emissions in and around the 
school.  
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The Power of Reading 

Yesterday, we held our Early Years Bedtime Breakfast event. It was wonderful to be joined by so many 
families. During the event, we reflected on the power of reading in developing pupil’s vocabulary, empathy 
and their understanding of the world.  

Research from the National Literacy Trust shows that reading is a fun, low pressured daily routine. Just 10 
minutes a day – improves mood, reduces stress and strengthens long-term habits!  

Yesterday, pupils across the school engaged in a Guiness World Record Event to get the most people reading 
in a 12-hour period. Pupils from across the school engaged in an online worship presented by a range of 
authors, before taking part in 10 minutes of reading with children from across the country. 

This Month’s Reading Recommendations: 

 

Congratulations to Daniel (Yr 6) and Freddie (Yr 5) who have become the first children this year to reach 
500,000 words on Accelerated Reader. Next week, they will be presented with their 500,000 words badges.  

 

Bognor Regis in Bloom Awards 

Last night, Mrs Evans, along with members of our Eco Committee attended the annual Bognor in Bloom 
Awards. I am pleased to announce that this year we won the Best Vegetable plot in a school category.  

During the event, Mrs Evans, Freddie and Lyla read speeches about the beauty of nature, our school grounds 
and how we all have a role to play in caring for it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Home Learning Challenge 

Our new home learning challenge has been set by Volker Highways: Name the Gritter Competition.  

What is a gritter? 

 

       

A special vehicle that spreads grit, sand or salt on roads in icy or potentially icy weather! 

They are running a special competition just for our school, to name one of their gritters within the local area. 

Be as creative as you want! They will display the winning entry proudly on their local gritter for all to see!  

Please see below some examples: 

 Salt Disney 
 Pretty Polly the Gritter Lorry 
 Usain Salt 
 Spready Mercury 

The school will be visited by the newly named gritter, and the winner and 3 runners up will be presented with a small 
goody bag by one of our friendly mascots! You will also have the opportunity to sit in our gritter on the day.  

All entries must be in by Friday 16th October. 

Today, children will come home with a flyer that they can hand into their class teacher.  

 

Attendance 

This week’s whole school attendance is 96.1%.  

This week’s top three attending classes are:  

Class Attendance 
Year 2 99.3% 
Year 6 97.7% 

Penguins 96.6% 
 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 
97.6% 97% 94.9% 93.9% 96.1%   

 

 
 



Letters Sent Home This Week 
 
The following letters have been sent out this week. Letters are sent out via MCAS and are added to the 
News Tab of the school’s website. 
 

 School Photographs  
 Parents Evening  
 Harvest Festival  
 Year 5 Road to RIAT Virtual STEM Workshop  

 
 
Reminder for Parents of Year 6 Pupils 

The application process for children due to transfer to secondary school in September 2027 began on the 
1st September and will close on the 31st October.    

For more information on applying for a secondary school place, please visit West Sussex Admissions: 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/school-
places/apply/secondary-school-places/ 

 
West Sussex Local Offer 

Last year, parents of SEND pupils were asked what would further improve the Local Authorities offer. At the June 
SEND and Alternative Provision Board, the West Sussex Parent Carer Forum delivered a presentation on this 
feedback.   

You can read the response from Andy Parker, Head of Service, SEND and Inclusion (A), which is published on the 
Local Offer here. 

 
Up-Coming Events 
 
Please find below a summary of upcoming events for the next three weeks:  
 
 

Date Details 
October 

Monday 12th  School Photographs  
Tuesday 13th  STEM event – Year 5  

Year 3 Outdoor Learning  
Wednesday 14th  Planetarium Trip – Year 5 
Thursday 15th  Eco Council Air Pollution walk  
Monday 19th  Parents Evening (3:30 – 5:00) 
Tuesday 20th  Open Morning (9:00 – 10:30) 
Wednesday 21st  Parents Evening (3:30 – 6:30) 
Friday 22nd  INSET Day – school closed to all pupils. 

 

 

 

 



INSET Days 2026 – 2027 

When considering booking a holiday, please check the school’s term dates and INSET Days.   

For the next academic year, our INSET Days are:  

Friday 23rd October  
 
Monday 4th January 
 
Monday 12th April 
 

Gold Book 

Please note that Gold Book celebrations will take place next week due to this week’s Harvest Festival.  
 

 
Individual School Photographs 

A reminder that on Monday 12th October, children will have their individual school photographs taken. On 
this day, there will be no PE lessons.  

Please ensure that your child is in school uniform for their picture to be taken. Sibling photographs will also 
be taken on this day.  

 
BBC 500 Words Competition 

The BBC 500 Words is back! The UK’s BIGGEST story – writing competition for children aged 5 – 11 opens 
for entries from Tuesday 29th September until Friday 6th November at 9pm.  To learn more about this 
competition, please follow the link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

 
Open Morning 

Is your child due to start school in September 2027? 

If so, please join one of our Open Mornings to find out more about what our school can offer your child as 
they begin their educational journey. 

We will be holding Open Mornings as follows: 

Tuesday 20th October 2026 (9:00 – 10:30am) 

Friday 6th November 2025 (9:00 – 10:30am) 

To book a visit, please follow the information on our flyer by following the link. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/south-bersted-ce-primary-school-open-mornings-tickets-
2001203806456?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  


