
Bedtime Breakfast Event

Thursday 2nd October 2025



House Keeping 

• If the fire alarm sounds, we need to evacuate and be registered 
on the far side of the playground.

• Please keep the lids on your hot drinks and leave them on your 
table. 

• Mobile phones on silent and not out during this morning’s 
Breakfast event.



Aims of this morning

• Understand the importance of reading in your child’s 
education,

• Know how we teach early reading and what this looks like at 
South Bersted Church of England Primary School,

• Reflect on your child’s start to Primary School,

• Know how to further support your child in reading at home.







Reading



• Readers from birth,

• Children learn quickly that we communicate via spoken language,

• Babies are sung to, laughed at, talked to, listened to,

• Children understand that print conveys meaning when adults read 
aloud to them and when they see adults reading.

When does your child learn to read?



1 years old:

• Know a lot about spoken language,

• Recognise some environmental and speech sounds,

• Know words that are important to them,

• Begin to imitate those sounds.

Children learn all of this by listening to family members talk. Children 
who do not hear a lot of talk and who are not encouraged to talk 
themselves often have problems learning to read. 

Build spoken language by talking and listening



Opportunities to:

• Build spoken language by talking and listening,

• Learn about print and books,

• Learn about the sounds in spoken language (this is called 
phonological awareness),

• Learn about the letters of the alphabet and how they come together 
to form words,

• Listen to books read aloud.

Every one of these elements is vital!

What makes a skilled and confident reader?



Researchers in the United States who had looked at the impact of parents reading 
with their children quoted the following figures in a news release about their 
findings: 

Here’s how many words kids would have heard by the time they were 5 years old: 
Never read to, 4,662 words; 
1–2 times per week, 63,570 words; 
3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; 
daily, 296,660 words; 
five books a day, 1,483,300 words.

Developing vocabulary



I don’t want to read tonight!

Student ‘B’ reads 5 minutes 
each day.

900 minutes in a school 
year.

8,000 words 

Student ‘A’ reads 20 minutes 
each day.

3600 minutes in a school 
year.

282,000 words 1,800,000 words 

Student ‘C’ reads 1 minutes 
each day.

180 minutes in a school 
year.



Language Development

• Language develops through interactions with others.

• Discuss how characters are feeling and encourage your 
child to explain why.

I wonder…













































Time for breakfast and reflection



At South Bersted Church of England Primary School we strive to ensure all children 
become fluent readers and confident writers by the end of Key Stage 1.  To do this 
children need to have a secure understanding of the letter sounds and spelling 
system of the English language.  For this to develop fully our aim is for children to

• Enjoy playing with words and sounds

• Develop good aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme awareness

• Learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language

• Be able to blend sounds to read words

• Be able to segment sounds to spell words

• By the end of reception children are expected to know the sounds for 
26 letters plus 10 digraphs.

Our approach to the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive 

and investigative.  

We have just started our new phonics scheme Supersonic Phonic Friends.









Reading Books















Reading Raffle

• Each time your child reads, please write this in their Reading Diary, 

• If they read 5 times in a week they get a raffle ticket, 

• At the end of each half term, there is a raffle draw where winners 
receive a new book. 



School Website

• Visit the school’s website for further information: Curriculum – 
Phonics.
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