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26 January 2026
Dear Year 5 Parents and Carers,
Year 5 Survival Morning

On Tuesday 3rd February as part of our English work, Year 5 will take part in a ‘Jungle Survival
Challenge’ linked to the novel ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell, which is our class novel.

To immerse the children in the text and inspire their writing, the lesson will begin with a dramatic
classroom opening. Through sound, lighting and storytelling, the children will be introduced to the idea
of being explorers who have crash-landed in the Amazon rainforest, just like the characters in the book.
This approach helps to develop imagination, engagement and deeper understanding of the story.

Following this, the children will work collaboratively to create dens to help them survive in the jungle.
They will also consider how they would find food, water and deal with an emergency. These activities
will support them in planning and writing their own Jungle Survival Guide.

Therefore, please ensure your child comes to school wearing appropriate clothing for outdoor learning
on this day (e.g. warm layers, old clothes and suitable footwear).

This lesson is designed to be creative, engaging and curriculum-focused, and we are confident the
children will gain a great deal from the experience.

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in
touch.

Kind regards,

HBurh_

Mrs R. Bush
Deputy Headteacher

West Sussex County Council
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