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27 February 2026
Dear Year 1 Parents and Carers,

We are delighted with the progress the children are making in Year 1, and we would like to take this
opportunity to highlight just how important daily reading is at this stage of your child’s development.
Reading every day, even for just 5-10 minutes, has a powerful impact on your child’s learning and
confidence.

The benefits of daily reading include:

1. Building Strong Foundations
In Year 1, children are developing their phonics skills and beginning to read more independently. Daily reading
helps to reinforce the phonics they learn in school and strengthens their ability to recognise words quickly and
accurately.

2. Improving Fluency and Confidence
The more children practice, the more fluent and expressive they become. Regular reading helps them feel
successful, which builds confidence and encourages a positive attitude towards books.

3. Expanding Vocabulary and Understanding
Books introduce children to new words, ideas and experiences. This not only improves their reading skills but
also supports their speaking, writing and overall comprehension.

4. Supporting All Areas of Learning
Reading is the foundation of almost every subject. Children who read regularly are better equipped to
understand instructions, solve problems and engage fully in classroom activities.

5. Developing a Love of Reading
Most importantly, sharing stories together helps children see reading as something enjoyable and special.
Whether it’s a school reading book or a favourite story at home, these moments foster a lifelong love of books.

How You Can Help at Home:

¢ Aim to read with your child every day.

¢ Encourage them to sound out words and blend them independently before stepping in to help.

¢ Talk about the story — ask simple questions such as “What happened first?” or “How do you think the
character feels?”

¢ Celebrate their effort and progress, even if they find some words tricky.
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Your support at home makes a tremendous difference. By working together, we can help your child
become a confident, capable and enthusiastic reader. Remember we have some great incentives for the

children to read at home.

Each half term we have a reading raffle where your child may win a book to keep. The more they read at
home the more times their name goes into the pot, and we pull one lucky name out at the end of each

half term.
Thank you for your continued support.

Kind regards,

The Year 1 team
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