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Christingle 

This week pupils across the school created their own Christingles, some of which were used during 

Collective Worship. Children learnt about the meaning of a Christingle and were given the opportunity to 

think about the good things that they do, to let their light shine. Congratulations to our Junior Governors 

who led the Collective Worship. 

Over the past two weeks, pupils and staff have enjoyed a number of Christmas based activities. You can 

see a range of pictures showing the activities and events that children have engaged in at the end of this 

week’s newsletter and on the school’s Facebook page.  

I would like to take the opportunity to wish you and your families a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas. We 

look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 6th January.   

 

Christmas Fayre 

Thank you to everyone who donated, attended or bought a 

raffle ticket as part of our Christmas Fayre. It was wonderful to 

welcome so many families to the school. I am grateful for the 

dedicated Friends of South Bersted who organise a number of 

events and experiences for our children and families. 

The money that the Friends of South Bersted raise go towards 

purchasing further pupil laptops, class iPads and new furniture 

in our Early Years role play area.  

The money raised at last week’s event was £1,500.   

 



Attendance 

This term’s attendance is 96%. 

This term’s top three attending classes are:  

Class Attendance 

Year 2 96.5% 

Year 1 96.4% 

Year 5 96.2% 

 

This term, we had 44 pupils with 100% attendance.  

All pupils that had an attendance of 97% and above were entered into our termly raffle draw.  

Congratulation to Kacper, Yr 6, who is this term’s winner of the raffle draw. Today Kacper was presented 

with his chosen prize of a selection of Tom Gates books.  

 

Sparking Sustainability Prize 

Children recently took part in a competition run by Ceres Power 
in conjunction with Better Planet Education. The categories were 
to draw a picture of what you would like the future environment 
to look like, to write a story or poem with an eco-theme, to make 
a video or to make a blog style article. 
 
This week Freddie, Yr 4, who wrote a lovely and amusing story 
about a litter bin was presented with a certificate and his prize. 
Congratulations Freddie.  
 

Family Information Service 

The Family Information Service (FIS) is provided by West Sussex County Council. The FIS offers free, 
impartial, up-to-date information to all families on child care as well as activities and services for 0- 5 year 
olds. By visiting this page, you will find links to family support services, cost of living and family activities.  
 
WSCC Family Information Service - Enquiry 

 
 
Numbots 
 
Congratulations to our most valuable players: 
Dimitiry (Year 1) earning 6,850 coins,  
Arthur (Year 2) earning 5,045 coins.   
 
Numbots is a fantastic online game that helps to 
develop pupil’s recall of key number facts that 
frees up working memory.  
 
 

https://familyinfoservice.westsussex.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/FSD/


 

INSET Days 2025 – 2026 

When considering booking a holiday, please check the school’s term 

dates and INSET Days. The school attaches INSET Days to the end of 

beginning of a school holiday. West Sussex Term dates can be 

accessed here: 2025/2026 Term Dates 

For the next academic year, our term dates are:  

Monday 5th January 
Monday 13th April 
 
 

Reading Raffle 

This half term, pupils across Key Stage 2 have read an 

amazing 14,826,301 words. As part of our promotio of 

reading, yesterday we held our half termly raffle. 

Contraulations to this half term’s winners!  

A reminder that children can still access Accelerated 

Reader over the summer holidays. The log in for 

Accelerated Reader can be found here: Renaissance 
Learning Login   

 

 

Spring Term Curriculum 

By visiting the Class Pages section of the school’s website, you can learn more about what you child will be 
learning next term.  
 
Each topic has key information including a knowledge organiser, further learning links and book 
suggestions based on their next BIG Question.  Each of the BIG Questions is based around a historical or 
geographical theme. Next half term’s BIG Questions and themes are listed below. 
 

 
Year Group BIG Question 
Penguins What are our favourite fairy-tales? 

Year 1 What are the Polar Regions? 

Year 2 How can we make a difference to the world? 

Year 3 How was the life of a Victorian Child different to ours? 

Year 4 What will the Romans be remembered for? 

Year 5 How successful were the Maya as a civilization? 

Year 6 Year 6 How was Britain impacted by WW2? 

 
 
 
 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/20415/school_term_calendar_2025_26_res.pdf
https://login.renaissance.com/12d2c5f9-fa05-4b21-9074-680d3a2c2c22?state=15d239c0-ab69-42ab-960c-56b18c6747a0
https://login.renaissance.com/12d2c5f9-fa05-4b21-9074-680d3a2c2c22?state=15d239c0-ab69-42ab-960c-56b18c6747a0


Up-Coming Events 
 

Please find below a summary of upcoming events for the next three weeks:  
 

Date Details 

January 2026 

January 5th  INSET Day 

January 6th  Start of the Spring Term 
Sussex Underwater Visit 

January 8th  Fire Service Visit for Years 2 and 5 

January 9th  Church  

Monday 12th  Drama for all workshops (EYFS – Yr 3) 

Tuesday 13th  Paralympian visit  - all children in PE kits 
Girls football final (select Yrs 3 and 4) 

Wednesday 14th  Year 5 outdoor learning 
Girls football final (select Yrs 5 and 6) 

Friday 16th  Year 5 swimming  
Future Flyers event 

Monday 19th  Year 6 bike-ability (all week) 
Year 4 outdoor learning 

Tuesday 20th  Year 5 football final (select year 5) 

Thursday 23rd   Year 5 swimming  
 

Whole school and class events are also updated on the school’s calendar: 

https://www.southbersted.co.uk/calendars/ 

 

Gold Book 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were this week recognised for their positive attitudes towards 

learning and for displaying the school’s Christian Values:  

Hattie & Aleks (EYFS). Molly & Max (Y1). Jaxon, Jacob L & Jacob H (Y2) Maisie C & Jacob D (Y3). Nelly & 

Ariana (Y4). Pippa, Dexter & Maisie M (Y5). Rex J & Lilly N (Y6). 

 

Sussex Underwater 

Next term, we look forward to welcoming Sussex Underwater back to the school. Sussex Underwater, is a 

community led charity that promotes the recovery of Sussex’s marine environment. They aim to make 

people "fall in love with the local sea" by showcasing nature's resilience and pushing for greater protection 

for the UK's oceans 

On Tuesday 6th January we welcome Paul back to the school who will be leading a workshop with our Year 

6 pupils before leading Collective Worship. Pupils across the school will then decorate a template of one of 

the many sea creatures that live off our coast in the Bognor Reef. The pupil’s artwork will then come 

together to create a whole school art installation linked to our Spring value of Hope.  

To learn more about the team and their work visit their website: https://sussexunderwater.uk/ 

 

https://www.southbersted.co.uk/calendars/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


