
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Author Visit: 

On Tuesday morning pupils across Key Stage 2 joined a virtual workshop with author Liz Pichon, who 
writes the Tom Gates series of books.  During the workshop, Liz talked about her books characters and 
what inspires her before showing the children how to draw some of her famous characters.  The children 
really enjoyed this opportunity and are now keen to read more of her books. 
 
"I loved it, there's loads of funny characters like the Slug of Knowledge.  I like the doodling" 

 
 

"I really enjoyed it.  It's a world of colour and fun.  She really 
inspired me" 

 

 

 

 

Sing 950:  

This term, members of the choir are taking part in the 950 years celebration at Chichester Cathedral. As 
part of the celebrations, a special singing event is being held for local school choirs. In total, around 300 
children will combine to perform at Sing950, which promises to be a memorable experience. On 
Wednesday we welcomed Rosie from Chichester Cathedral and Emily from West Sussex Music for a 
workshop in preparation for this event. The choir worked incredibly hard, learnt actions and sang in Latin 
during the session. Sing950 takes places on Thursday 6th November.  
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Parents Evening: 

Next week, we look forward to inviting parents and carers to the school. When you arrive at the school, 
can you please enter via the main entrance and ensure that you sign in and out. During the meeting, you 
will have the opportunity to look at your child’s books, which will be found outside of your child’s 
classroom.  

Liz Lawrence from the Dedicated Schools Team (DST) will be present on Wednesday from 15.30 – 17.00. If 
there is anything that you would like to discuss with Liz, please speak to Mr Goodwin or Mrs Bush so you 
can meet with Liz in the meeting room.  

The DST provide advice and support around the following areas: • Attendance • Physical health • Mental 
health and emotional wellbeing • Transitions (working with schools to identify children and young people 
transitioning between educational settings) • Targeted intervention and support • Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  

 

NHS Guidance: 

The NHS have updated their guidance on What to do if your child feels ill? The guidance provides key 
information related to when children should be kept off school and when they can attend. A link to the 
information can be found here: Is my child too ill for school? - NHS 

 

Attendance: 

Our school attendance to date is 96%. 

This week’s top three attending classes are:  

Class Attendance 
Year 4 98.9% 
Year 6 96.9% 
Year 3 96.1% 

 
 
Online Safety:  

The online world gives us access to a huge amount of information and services, but the scale of 
information available also means that there is content that is inappropriate for children. The NSPCC have 
provided a range of information on Parental Controls. Parental Controls allow you to:  

 plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for, 
 create content filters to block apps that may have inappropriate content,   
 manage the content different family members can see.  

 
To learn more on how to apply Parent Controls, visit Use Parental Controls to Keep Your Child Safe | NSPCC 
 
 
 
 



 
Whole School Learning Challenge:  
 

Last week was World Space Week. As part of the week, Miss Beaumont led a 
whole school worship focused on the wonder of space. For our next whole school 
challenge we would like children to engage in one of our space themed activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Numbots: 
 
Congratulations to our most valuable players: 
Dmitriy, (Year 1) earning 313 coins,  
Izabella (Year 2) earning 4,105 coins.   
 
Numbots is a fantastic online game that helps to develop pupil’s recall of key number facts that frees up 
working memory.  
 
 
Play Equipment at the end of the day: 

There has been a steady increase in the number of children using the play equipment at the end of the 
school day. A polite reminder that no children should be using the play equipment at the end of the school 
day.    

 

INSET Days 2025 – 2026:  

When considering booking a holiday, please check the school’s term dates and INSET Days. The school 
attaches INSET Days to the end of beginning of a school holiday. West Sussex Term dates can be accessed 
here: 2025/2026 Term Dates 

For the next academic year, our term dates are:  

Friday 24th October  
 
Monday 5th January 
 
Monday 13th April 
 
 

Challenge 1:  

Using collected materials, pupils create 
their own space rocket:  

 

 

Challenge 2:  

Look at the stars when it is dark enough and 
draw the constellations you can see. Research 
which constellations you have found and write 
the name underneath. Don’t forget to take a 
picture or bring in your sheet to share with your 
class! 



 
Up-Coming Events:  
 
Please find below a summary of upcoming events for the next three weeks:  
 

Date Details 
October 

Monday 20th  Parents Evening (3:30 – 5:00pm) 
Tuesday 21st  Drama for all workshop Years EYFS – Yr 3 
Wednesday 22nd  Open Morning for prospective new parents (9:00 – 

10:30) 
Parents Evening (3:30 – 6:30pm) 

Friday 23rd  INSET Day  
November 

Monday 3rd  All children return to school  
Monday 10th  Anti – bullying week  
Tuesday 11th  Armistice Day  
Wednesday 12th  Open Morning for prospective new parents (9:00 – 

10:30) 
Years 5 and 6 Hate Crime Workshop (more 
information to follow).  

 

Whole school and class events are also updated on the school’s calendar: 
https://www.southbersted.co.uk/calendars/ 

 

 

Gold Book:  

Congratulations to the following pupils who were this week recognised for their positive attitudes towards 
learning and for displaying the school’s Christian Values:  

Dima & Ayda (Year 1). Sydney, Jasper & Jaydon (Year 2). Luna-Bella, Leo & Kaleisi (Year 3). Mykyta, Polina & 
Leo (Year 4). Jim & Maisie M (Year 5). Hollie & Hanna (Year 6).  

 

 

 

 

Reminder for Parents of Year 6 Pupils:   

The application process for children due to transfer to secondary school in September 2026 began on 1st 
September and will close on the 31st October.    

For more information on applying for a secondary school place, please visit West Sussex Admissions: 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/school-
places/apply/secondary-school-places/ 

 



 

Spelling Shed: 

Congratulations to Year 3, who are this week’s winners. This week’s three most valuable players are Polina 
(Yr4), Leo B (Yr 3) and Rio (Yr 3).  

 

Open Morning:  

On Wednesday 22nd October and Wednesday 12th November  2025  we will be running our open mornings 
for children starting school in September 2026.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


