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9th September 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Please find attached our September Online Safety Newsletter updating parents and carers on WhatsApp.
If you have any questions regards the content of the newsletter do get in touch.

WhatsAPP - A reminder that WhatsApp states you must by 13 to use the service.

Within WhatsApp, there are a number of privacy settings that stop people being added to groups.

To stop people adding you to WhatsApp groups go to
e  Settings > Privacy > Groups and choose either "My Contacts" or "My Contacts Except...".

“My Contacts" allows only people in your phone's address book to add you to groups
"My Contacts Except..." lets you specifically block certain contacts from doing so.

When these settings are applied, you will receive a private invitation to join a group and have 72 hours to
accept or decline it before the invite expires.

If your child has received or witnessed inappropriate messages, you can use WhatsApp’s Report’ function to
take action:

e  Open the chat with the offending message

e Tap and hold on the message

o  Select ‘Report’ from the options that appear

This will send the message to WhatsApp to review and, if appropriate, will result in the user being removed
from the platform.

We strongly advise parents and carers to review their child’s phone use and where appropriate, remove
access to apps and platforms that are not age appropriate.

Kind regards,
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Mr Goodwin
Headteacher
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