Eco Newsletter 2024/25

It has been a really busy year for our Eco Council and our Eco Clubs. At our first meeting we looked at all we achieved
last year and read the messages that the Eco Reps of 23/24 left for the new Council. These included, things they
enjoyed, things they wished we could have done and things they wanted the new Reps to continue with. Many

included their desire to help wildlife of all types, this year’s Eco Reps agreed and we began our plans. We wanted to

challenge everyone to ‘Do Something for Nature’ outside of the school grounds, to help our wider community. We
planned our first collective Worship to launch our initiatives and the Home Learning task was set. This resulted in
some amazing pictures being sent in of the things everyone had done at home; some bigger projects and some
smaller ideas, but they all help move in the right direction - even the smallest action can have a huge impact. Below
is a selection of the photos we received.

“It was nice to see what other people do in their gardens to help nature”.
Lyla Yr3

In addition to helping nature, there has been many other areas that we have worked on this year, with a lot of fun
being had along the way.

We have continued to encourage people to bring in used batteries for the big battery hunt, this had a positive
outcome with lots being brought in. This is great as they are a difficult item to dispose of, they should not be placed

in household waste and need to be collected separately. Year 5 learnt all about this when they visited the Recycling
Centre in November. Please continue to bring your used batteries into school.



Like last year, as a school, we have been very keen on maintaining the
current biodiversity and improving upon it. We have continued to plant
bulbs and wildflower seeds each year; this obviously makes the ground
look pretty but also helps the bees. We have maintained things to help
the bees, such as bug hotels and bee watering bowls. We also had a
beekeeper visit in year 2, to teach the children how honey is made and
what bees do for us and why we must help them.

We continued our work to help the hedgehogs, we participated in surveys
checking for hedgehog activity, had a visit from a local wildlife centre and
had a collection for them. We had this as our chosen charity for retiring
collections at Christmas events. We still have our hedgehog houses, along
with holes in fences as highways for them. We have added some
hedgehog shaped arches over the holes, to show everyone what they are
there for. We have also added to our log piles and Bug Hotels to
encourage their natural food source of bugs. This year we have been
working on the Hedgehog friendly campus scheme and were awarded a
Gold Certificate. We had to complete many different actions and activities
for this, including Litter picks, carrying out a hedgehog hazard audit, raising awareness about hedgehogs and what

they need, making a good habitat for them, with safe routes through fences, safe areas like the hedgehog houses
and areas for them to find food like the log piles.

Our vegetable and fruit plot is still going strong;
producing a good crop of strawberries,
raspberries, rhubarb, potatoes, carrots, onions,
lettuce, tomatoes, broccoli, beans and peas,
alongside our herb bed. We also have several fruit
trees on the grounds, we have apples, pears and
plums and blackberry bushes too! We use the
produce to make healthy food to sell at our school
fayres. Last year, we were the category winners of
the ‘Bognor Regis in Bloom - Best Vegetable Plot
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and we were invited to the awards ceremony in
October. We were thrilled to collect the trophy
and we are proud of our school Eco Teams for all
the hard work that goes into making these things

possible.

“It was amazing because we won and there was lots to do” “I was really proud to win the trophy”
Quinn Elsie G

In June this year we were once again visited by ‘Bognor in Bloom’ to judge our vegetable patch in the ‘Schools’
category and our peas, in the ‘School Growing Competition’. We shared some strawberry lemonade which was made
using our strawberries and told the judges all about what we have been growing and how we have done it. We are
hopeful, but will not find out how we did in the competition, until September!



We used some of the vegetables from our plot to make vegetable soup. The
year 3 students enjoyed this round the campfire as part of their Stone Age topic
work.

We took part in an experiment with Southampton University called
‘The Soton Beans Project’. This involved planting 6 different varieties of
beans including lentil and chickpeas. We then had to measure and

record their progress as they grew. The aim was to find out which
varieties grew best in different areas of the UK. We had to be scientific
with our measuring and even recording the PH of the soil. The Eco
Council and the Eco club worked together on this project.

Barfoots Farm joined us during Healthy living week, to present a Collective
Worship. They left us with lots of lovely vegetables for families to take home
and try. The gave us some courgette seeds too for the children to take home
and we planted a few in our school vegetable plot.

The Eco Reps were invited to spend the day at Barfoots farm, they picked
tenderstem broccoli in the field and made it into pizzas for their lunch. They
also learnt how Barfoots produces all of its own electricity and how it uses
the vegetable waste to make fertiliser for the crops, making them incredibly
sustainable.

Walk to School Week in May, saw many more children travelling to and
from school in a more sustainable manner, either by walking, cycling or
scooting. As part of our school ‘Travel Plan’, we carried out a survey to see
how many children travel on foot, by car, by bike etc and what the reasons
were for the choice of transport (such as living too far from the school to
walk or ride). Our aim is to improve the number of families choosing to
travel sustainably and to help remove barriers where possible in order for
this to happen.

In order for sustainable travel to be practical, children need the skills
and confidence to ride a bike, so this year we had bikeability for
year 5, teaching them how to ride safely and preparing them for the *

next level in year 6.



This year we updated our pledge tree. This is on our school wall and it is
covered in leaves with promises written on by children and staff. All
these are things we promise to do to help the environment and nature.
Here are some examples of the pledges.

”I Pledge I will save water” “l am going to reuse lots of things“
Chelsea Buddy

”I will turn off the tap when | am brushing my teeth”
Emily

“I will make a bee house” “I will recycle more things*
Roman Evie

”I Pledge that I will recycle more and always put things in the bin”
Savannah

“l will make a house for animals“  “l Promise to make a bug hotel”
Malachi Emily

”I Promise to turn the lights off when no one is in the room”
Jack

“l Promise to recycle Plastic* “l Promise to look after the world“
Quinn Lilly

Year 4 made an amazing fence/wall from willow cut from our willow
trees on the school grounds.
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We have carried out several litter picks on the school grounds, and taken
part in the RSPB birdwatch. We also took part in the RSPB Wild Challenge
which involved completing several tasks to help wildlife and to learn about
wildlife. Some of these were things completed in class, as part of the
curriculum and some were done by the Eco Council or Eco Club.

‘My son has loved attending eco club and taking part in the eco activities at school. He's much more aware of
the impact we have on the environment, and the steps we can take to help look after our environment. He
comes home excited to show us what he's been doing, what he's made and with lots of ideas about things we
can do to help at home, like bird feeders, bug hotels and litter picking. Even better, he rubs that enthusiasm off
on his younger siblings, so they are all benefitting! | also think it’s helped his confidence, giving him more
knowledge about the world and sharing this with other people through being an eco rep. He really enjoys it, and
I'm very grateful for the opportunities it has given him.'

Parent



Our Eco Craft Club had great fun making a variety of things; from bird feeders to
scrap paper fish, Christmas decorations from buttons and jigsaw pieces, and
bookmarks from ribbon. We also made friendship bracelets to link in with
Antibullying week and poppies for remembrance.

Our Eco Club got stuck in and did lots of gardening, litter picking, storytelling,
and they planted cress and sunflowers. They have also been making bead and
wire fish to decorate our school prayer space.

We have been fundraising for our schools Eco projects. We had a table
after school one day, selling the produce from our fruit and vegetable beds.
There were bags of carrots, bags of potatoes, and bags of rhubarb as well
as a few ‘mixed’ bags. We also had a few plants to sell as well.

At our Christmas fair the Eco reps ran a stall selling handmade decorations
and gifts. At Easter we ran a stall selling plants; we had strawberries, lilies,
chillies and peas as well as some donated homemade items. At our summer
fayre, the Eco Reps ran a stall selling flowers and handmade items.

Wasterbusters joined us for collective worship in June to hold a Recycle Right
assembly. They gave us a Captain Busta Puppet, the new Wasterbusters
mascot. Busta has been helping the children carry out Eco tasks like litter
picking!

We also took part in The Wildlife Trust “30 Days Wild” programme in June. This
involved doing outdoor activities, spending time in nature, litter picking, planting
seeds, exploring, drawing, water play, reading, having lessons outdoors, trips to
beach, gardens and farm, all throughout the month of June.




~ ~ ~Awards and Certificates Achieved~ ~ ~

This year we worked on becoming a recognised “Hedgehog Friendly
Campus”, this involved taking part in lots of activities to do with
Hedgehogs and caring for nature. We were thrilled to hear that we had
been awarded a Gold Certificate.

We received a Hog Friendly Litter Pick Certificate, for picking up litter to
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Accreditation.

They were delighted to win at the Bognor in Bloom Awards Ceremony. Mrs Raynsford
and Mrs Evans took 3 children, who all played an active role in the Tomato growing
competition and in the overall competition in a School category.

We have been awarded Bronze, Silver and Gold
Ambassador Wasterbuster Planet Protector Certificates
for completing a number of challenges including
Biodiversity, Travel, battery collections, toy collections,
Litter picking, clothing/uniform recycling and food
waste reduction.

We are working towards a Better Planet Schools Award, which will run for the B E I I E R ((o

whole of 2025, with Key Stage 2. We work on 3 modules throughout the year. So pLAN ET °%))

far, we have completed one on Air Pollution, one on Nature and Biodiversity and

we will be moving onto Plastic Pollution in September. SCH OO LS 0%

The RSPB Birdwatch counted as one of the items needed for a Gold Wild Challenge
Certificate and a Schools for Nature Certificate. Others included making bug hotels, planting
wildlife friendly plants, plant and mini beast scavenger hunts, tree measuring, cloud
watching, weathervanes, fundraising, making birdfeeders, carrying out a habitats and
grounds survey and pond dipping. Some of these were carried out in class as part of the
curriculum and others were completed by the Eco Council and Eco Clubs.
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We have also been working hard on our Eco Schools Green Flag application. For the last
couple of years we achieved a Distinction, so were hoping to match that again this year,
which we did. The green flag application covers many areas including Biodiversity, Travel,
Water, Marine, School Grounds, Energy, Waste and Litter. This year we focused on School

Grounds, Waste and Global Citizenship. ECO-SChOOlS

Distinction | 2025 - 2026



Leaf Awards are an ‘add on’ to Eco Schools and are bitesize activities aimed at Early Years and
Key Stage 1. We completed 4 of the 5 activities, including Art, Writing, Growing Food and
Building a Habitat.
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Completing the Wild Challenge also entitled us to a certificate for being a School for Nature, NATURE

signed by David Attenborough.
2024-25

We were awarded a certificate for taking part in the 30
days Wild challenge from The Wildlife Trust.

We learnt how to help hedgehogs, and that a pond needs
a slope or ramp so animals can get in and out.
Freddie Yr3

I really enjoy planting flowers for the bees, butterflies and moths.
Poppy Yrl
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We have had an amazing year, the Eco Council have worked very hard and the Eco Clubs have too. As a whole
school, so much has been achieved. As a community of parents and carers, charities and organisations we have all
worked together to make the world a better place. We have hope for a sustainable future and we are looking
forward to continuing our work next year and seeing what more we can achieve.

“lam so proud of everyone who has worked so hard this year to help us achieve all that we have
worked towards. A special well done to the Eco Council and to the Eco clubs for the extra they putin
across the year, we could not have done it without you”

Mrs Evans



