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Dear Parents and carers,

| am writing to you today to inform you about The phonic screening check that your child will be
undertaking next month. The phonics screening check was introduced in 2012 to all schools as part of a
policy to strengthen phonics teaching in Primary Schools and reflect the emphasis on teaching it
synthetically and systematically. The check is administered on a one to one basis by a familiar adult to
the children. In this instance it will be Mrs Gabb. The tests will take place during the week commencing
9t June.

About the check:

During the screening check the children will be asked to read a list of 40 words to check their grapheme
recognition and decoding skills. The words are a mixture of real words and made up ‘alien’ words.
Reading ‘alien” words can act as a useful tool to check whether children are secure in their phonic
knowledge and can apply it to read any word. They check if children are using decoding skills rather
than relying on memorising the words.

The check normally lasts around 5 to 10 minutes, although there is no time limit. We encourage
children to try to beat the aliens and not let them trick us. Generally the children really enjoy doing this
and we have done lots of practice of this already.

There are 2 sections to the check

Section 1: words using graphemes from the earlier phases of phonics including phase 3 digraphs and
trigraphs.

Section 2: words that contain phase 5 alternative graphemes and split digraphs.

Each year the score that children need to pass is not announced until after the check has been
completed. For the past few years it has been 32/40. If children don’t achieve the pass score then the
child will continue to have phonics sessions for the next year to fill in any gaps that they may have. The
children will then be required to retake the screening check in the summer term of year 2.

How can you help your child?

By reading the phonics books that are sent home with your child encouraging them to look for phonics
sounds and to segment and blend words as they see them in their book.

Completing the half term holiday homework games that the children will be bringing home this week.
Reading the alien words that are being sent home in packs at the moment.

Any questions feel free to ask.

Mrs Gabb.
Phonics lead
West Sussex County Council
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