
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Traditions: 
 
As we count down towards Easter, I wanted to write to you to inform you of a number of activities which 
will be taking place.  
 
Easter Eggs: Easter Eggs remind us of the importance of new life. On Wednesday 2nd April children across 
the school will complete an orienteering course and answer key questions linked to the significance of 
Easter to Christians. On completion of the course, children will receive an Easter Egg which the Friends of 
South Bersted Church of England Primary School have kindly paid for.   
 
The Flowering of the Cross: One of our Easter traditions, is the flowering of the 

cross. We take our Christmas tree and cut it down to create a cross using the 

trunk of the tree. The cross is then covered with wire so children can decorate 

the cross with fresh flowers. The transformation of a barren cross reminds us of 

Jesus’ death on Good Friday and his resurrection on Easter Sunday. We invite 

the children to decorate the cross by Key Stage, over two days. Please bring the 

fresh flowers on the morning of Wednesday 2nd April.  

 
 
Easter Bonnets: As part of our whole school challenge, we are encouraging 

children to create their own Easter Bonnet. Completed bonnets should be 

brought to school on Wednesday 2nd April. The Friends of South Bersted will 

select a KS1 and KS2 winner at the end of the day, both will receive a small 

prize. Please make sure you include your child’s name and class inside their 

bonnet.  

 
 
Easter Fayre: On Thursday 3rd April we will be holding our Easter Fayre. There will be several stalls including 
a chocolate raffle, face painting, games and refreshments. 
 
Easter Service: On the last day of term, Friday 4th April, Rev Tim Crook will lead an Easter Service at the 
church, which the whole school will attend. Parents and family members are invited to attend the service 
between 9:00 – 10:00am. 
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Year 5 Fairtrade Cafe:  

As part of our Year 5 Curriculum, pupils have been learning about the importance 

of Fairtrade. On Wednesday 2nd April, pupils in Year 5 will be holding a Fairtrade 

Café, where you can buy a number of Fairtrade products including chocolate 

muffins, fruit skewers and hot chocolate. This will also be an opportunity to learn 

more about why Fairtrade is important and the positive impact it makes to over 2 

million farmers. 

 

 

Attendance: 

This week, the school’s attendance is 94.8%.  

The top three attending classes for this week are:  

Class Attendance 

Year 1 98.3% 

Year 4 97.8% 

Year 5 97.4% 

 

Next week, we will hold our termly attendance raffle. All pupils who have an attendance of 96%+ will be 

entered into the raffle to win a prize.  

This term, we have 73 pupils with 100% attendance. This is an increase of 25 on the last academic year.  

 

Access to Free School Meals:  

A reminder that we have been advised by WSCC that the process and eligibility assessment for Free School 
Meals will be changing from 1st April 2025.  
 
Previous applications once approved, were carried out until the end of the child’s education phase. 
However, with the new changes there will be ongoing checks to confirm eligibility.  
 
Therefore, we advise any parents or carers that do not currently have a claim or eligibility, and believe that 
they may be entitled, to apply promptly. By applying before the end of March you will secure your future 
funding.  
 
Please visit: https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-

school-meals/ 

 

 

 

 



Whole School Challenge:  

As we approach Easter, our new Home Learning Challenge is an Easter bonnet competition. An Easter 

bonnet is any new or fancy hat worn by tradition as a Christian head covering at Easter. It represents the tail 

end of a tradition of wearing new clothes at Easter, in harmony with the renewal of the year and the 

promise of spiritual renewal and redemption. What to do: Design and make your own Easter bonnet.  

Children may want to wear this to our end of term Church service on Friday 4th April.  

A template can be found at the end of the newsletter if you would like to make your bonnet from paper or 

card, or you can use a hat of your own and decorate it.  

Completed bonnets should be brought to school on Wednesday 2nd April. The Friends of South Bersted 

will select a KS1 and KS2 winner at the end of the day, both will receive a small prize. Please make sure you 

include your child’s name and class inside their bonnet.  

 

The Friends of South Bersted will select a KS1 and KS2 winner at the end of the day, both will receive a 

small prize.  Please make sure you include your name inside your bonnet.  

 

INSET Day 2025: 

A reminder of this year's INSET Day.  
   
Summer:  22nd April 2025 
 
Term dates can be found on the school’s website: Term Dates – South Bersted Primary School 
We are now adding whole school and class events to our online Calendar, which can be viewed on the 
school’s website: https://www.southbersted.co.uk/calendars/ 
 

 

Letters Sent Home This Week:  

A reminder that letters that are sent home, can also be found on the ‘News’ section of the school’s 
website.  

 
Year 5 Online Safety letter 

Online Safety Workshop 

Summer Club Applications 

 

https://www.southbersted.co.uk/our-school/term-dates/
https://www.southbersted.co.uk/calendars/


Up-Coming Events:  
 
Please find below a summary of upcoming events for the first three weeks of next half term.  
 

Date Details 
April  

Tuesday 1st EYFS trip to Staunton Country Park  

Wednesday 2nd   Whole School Easter Egg Hunt  

 Flowering of the Cross  

Thursday 3rd  Easter Fayre  

Friday 4th  Whole School Church Service  

Tuesday 22nd  INSET Day 

Wednesday 23rd  All children return to school  

Friday 25th  Church Service  

 

 

Online Safety Workshop:  

Each year, the school leads an Online Safety Parent Meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to inform 

parents of the current trends in children’s online activity and behaviour.  

As part of the meeting, we will also focus on: 

• The concerns that parents and carers have. 

• Impact of social media on children’s well-being. 

• Approaches that will support your child when online. 

• Consider your personal ‘footprint’ and the information you share. 

The current Netflix drama 'Adolescence' has again identified the importance of positive online behaviours.  

The session will take place on Wednesday 7th May at 9am in the school hall.  

If you would like to attend this meeting, please book a place via the MCAS app. The event is listed as a free 

item under 'Products' on the left-hand options bar. Please add to basket and complete checkout to secure 

your place. Should you experience any problems, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  

 

 

Gold Book:  

Congratulations to the children who this week were recognised for going above and beyond in their 

learning.  

Nathan, Mabel G & Athena (EYFS). Teagan & Thomas (Year 1). Leo & Maisie (Year 2). Ned, Nelly & Lyla (Year 

3). All students! (Year 4). Zachary & Josh J (Year 5). Mary G & Abigail B (Year 6). 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 


