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On Monday, Southern Water delivered a Water Protectors Assembly. This follows our theme of ‘Hope for a
Sustainable Future’ and the pledges that pupils are making. During the assembly, children learnt why it is
important to look after water habitats and how they can reduce the water they are using. Some of the
ideas included:

Turning off the tap when brushing their teeth.
Reducing the time they are in a shower to 4 minutes.
Reusing water to water plants.
Keeping water cool by keeping it in the fridge.
During the worship, our Year 6 Eco Reps wrote a prayer which reflected the messages that were given:
Dear God,
Please help us protect our oceans and the animals in and around them.
Thank you for the people that save our precious water.
Help us to make that 1% go further.
Please help us spread the word to others so they can make a difference.
Amen

Southern Water will be returning to school later next month to run a Year 4 workshop and a further
assembly. This will help deepen the children’s understanding on the journey of water when we flush or
empty the sink and how it is treated.




Spring Term Parents’ Evening:

We will be holding our Spring Term Parents’ Evening on Monday 10t (3:30 — 5:00pm) and Wednesday 12t
February (3:30 — 7:00pm). As well as meeting with your child’s class teacher, you will also receive their
Spring Term Interim Report. The Interim Report outlines their attendance, attainment, attitude to learning
and their next steps.

A reminder that you will need to book your appointment(s) via MCAS.

Philosophy for Children:

This week’s sticky question: a 2, 3 ﬁ
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If ajury has |2 members,
how many should it take
to find someone guilty?

After exploring our sticky question. We began to explore mindset in relation to our Christian Value of
'Hope'.

We started by sorting hopes into small hopes or big hopes using these key questions:

Do you think it is better to have little hopes that are quite likely to come true, or bigger hopes that might be
less likely to come true?

Do you think most children hope for the same things in life, or that there is a wide range of children’s
hopes?

Is hope more important to some children than to others? If so, why?

We then explored what it means to be optimistic or pessimistic and what impact this could have on our
hopes. If you would like to share any follow up discussions that take place at home, you can share these
with Mrs Bush via Class Dojo.

Children’s Mental Health Week:

Children’s mental health week begins on Monday 3rd February. This year as a school, we are using the
movie ‘Inside Out 2’ to explore our mental health. This includes understanding
how our emotions work together to keep us safe; explore how to manage our
emotions and think about how our personalities are made up.

Keep a look out on our social media for pictures of our learning.




Reading Recommendations:

We have a number of children who are well on course to be word millionaires by the end of the academic
year. Congratulations to Year 5, who are currently leading the way having read 6,316,347 words! This is a
significant achievement.

Reading for 20 minutes per day has a significant impact on developing a child’s empathy and vocabulary.
Each of a Class Pages on the school’s website has a number of reading recommendations related to their
current BIG Question and age.

Below are the school’s current book recommendations based on new releases:

Whor, <t
to Hide |
* Jtar

—
—_—

At the end of this half term, we look forward to holding our half termly Reading Raffle.

Attendance:

This year, our current attendance is 95.5%., which is +0.1% on last week.

This week’s attendance is 96.5%. The top four attending classes this week are:

Class Attendance

Year 2 99.7%
Year 1 98.6%
Year 4 97.2%

This week, we have seen a number of children arriving after the gate has locked. Arriving on time, ensures
that learning happens at the earliest point and that any gaps or misconceptions can be addressed.

Access to Free School Meals:

We have been advised by WSCC that the process and eligibility assessment for Free School Meals will be
changing from 1st April 2025.

Previous applications once approved, were carried out until the end of the child’s education phase.
However, with the new changes there will be ongoing checks to confirm eligibility.

Therefore, we advise any parents or carers that do not currently have a claim or eligibility, and believe that
they may be entitled, to apply promptly. By applying before the end of March you will secure your future
funding.

Please visit https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-




Spellings:
Congratulations to Year 4 who top of the leader board for the first time with 48,783,942 points!

Congratulations to our most valuable players: Daniel K (Yr 3), Maisie M (Yr 4) and Jim H (Yr 4).

Gold Book:

Congratulations to the children who this week were recognised for going above and beyond in their
learning.

Clayton, Jax R & Ayda (EYFS). Jack B & Sydney B (Year 1). Jacob & Aiden (year 2). Eli, Fabian & Billy (Year 3).

Amelia R, Teddy W & Alfie D (Year 4). Harrison & Lilly (Year 5). Paisley H & Jacob P (Year 6).

INSET Day 2025:

A reminder of this year's INSET Day.
Summer: 22" April 2025

Term dates can be found on the school’s website: Term Dates — South Bersted Primary School

World Book Day:

Due to trips, swimming lessons and music lessons we will be holding our World Book

WORLD Day on Thursday 13" March. This year, we will be using the text Alice in Wonder Land
BOOK as our inspiration. Pupils are encouraged to dress as a character from this text or
DA-Y their own chosen book character. We have exciting activities planned linked to the

text, similar to our Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe day last year, which was
enjoyed by everyone.

Letters Sent Home This Week:

All - Changes to Free School Meals Entitlement and Applications
Various - Bersted Green Football Match



https://www.southbersted.co.uk/our-school/term-dates/

Up-Coming Events:

Please find below a summary of upcoming events including the first week of Spring 2.

Date DEETS
February
Monday 3™ Year 6 Visit to Tangmere
Tuesday 4 Girls Football Match
Wednesday 5 Yrs 4, 5 and 6 Bookfest Event
Thursday 6t Parent Workshop
Friday 7th Year 5 Swimming
EYFS Fairytale Ball
Monday 10t Year 1 Outdoor Learning
Parents Evening 3:30 — 5:00pm
Wednesday 12t Parents Evening 3:30 — 7:00pm
Thursday 13t Whole school Disability Workshop Day 1
Parent Workshop
Friday 14" Whole school Disability Workshop Day 2
Monday 24 Start of Spring 2 Children return to school
Thursday 27 Year 5 Magic Day @ FCC
Future Flyers
Friday 28 Year 4 Swimming

Times Table Rockstars:

Congratulations to Year 5, who won our most recent Key Stage 2 battle with an

amazing 35,222 points.
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Ayhan A (Yr 5), Elliot C (Yr 4), Noah J (Yr 3) and Daniel H (Yr 6) were their classes most valuable players

(MVPs).

Being fluent in times tables allow pupils to solve more complex problems and to see the links and patterns

between numbers. In addition to this, if reduces the load on working memory, which has a positive impact

on solving a wider range of problems.

NumBots:

In Year 1, we have seen a big increase in the number of children that are accessing NumBots. This will have

a positive impact on your child’s recall of number facts.

Congratulations to Rory M who is this week’s MVP in Year 1 with 2,832 coins earnt. Congratulations to

George R who is this week’s MVP in Year 2 with 7,579 coins

earnt.




st Sussex

Parenting Peer Support Drop-ins
Winter/Spring Timetable

Come and join us in:

Worthing

nor Regis

If you are a parent or carer to a child or young
person who needs some support with their
mental health, you may not know where to
start and may need some support of your own.
Crawloy
We at West Sussex Mind know how vital it is
for people to talk and share their experiences,
50 we have started Peer Support drop-ins
across the county, where you can meet our
Parenting Team and other parents who can
provide some much needed empathy and Horsham

understanding.

The Parenting Support Service
Sussex Mind has a lot to offer:

Lancing

Please feol free to drop-in where we can chat and get

you registered with the service,

Or to register yourself, please call our Help Point
Monday to Friday, 10am until 4pm on 0300 303 5652

or email helppoint@westsussexmind.org
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