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Christian Values: 
 
 

This half term’s Christian Value is Koinonia. 
 
1 Corinthians 12 v 12 -31 
 

‘Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one’ 
 
Koinonia means ‘that which is in common’ and is often translated as ‘fellowship’ or ‘community’. Other 
translations might include ‘union’, ‘partnership’, or ‘being yoked together’. 
 
 A yoke is a shaped piece of wood that goes across the shoulders, often linking two animals. By combining their 
strength, it helps work to be done and burdens to be carried. 
 
As a school, every child and adult plays a valuable part in making South Bersted Church of England Primary School 
a fantastic place to learn. 
 
To help deepen pupils’ understanding of Koinonia, across the school we are promoting the following behaviours: 
 

 Working well with our learning partners 
 

 Celebrating others’ successes 
 

 Displaying teamwork 
 
 
 

 

 
Children as Leaders: 
 
As part of our Learning for Life Curriculum, we want to encourage our pupils to take on a range of roles deepening 
their understanding of responsibility and leadership.  
 
As part of our approach to British Values, pupils have learnt about democracy and voted for their peers to carry 
out a range of roles: School Council, Sports and Eco Reps. Congratulations to all children who stood for election 
and those who were successful. 
 
Over the following weeks, we will present pupils with their badges. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
Philosophy for Children: 
 
The P4C focus this half term is to further develop children's understanding of questioning and how to produce a 
range of different styles of questions that could be explored in P4C. This includes questions such as:  
 
Is it always true that? 
 
Would it be possible if? 
 
How do we know? 
 
Can we ever? 
 
Our starter activity this week focused on the Big Bad Wolf 

 
 
 
 
Linked to our school value of Koinonia, we then 
focused on teamwork. Children generated questions 
that they would like to discuss based on teamwork in 
the animal world. Ask your child about how the Cattle 
Egret, Canada Geese, Honeybees and Spotted Hyenas 
work together to survive.  
 
Children came up with some fantastic questions to 
explore, including:  
 

 

Why is teamwork important? 
 
Should we always work as a team? 
 
Is it possible to do things on your own? Is it always better to have a team? 
 

TTRS Battle: 
 
As we begin a new year, we look forward to seeing the children's progress in their understanding and speed of 
times tables facts. To start this year, we are having a battle across the whole of Key Stage 2 to see which class can 
earn the most points in our first of many battles.  
 
Get logging on and earning points for your year group! 
 
 
Healthy Snacks: 
 
A reminder that all children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to bring a healthy snack for break time.  
 
All food in school must be nut free. 
 

 
 
 



 
Home Learning Challenge: 
 
This week in Collective Worship, we have reflected on the achievements of athletes during the Olympic Games. 
We looked at what the phrase GOING for GOALS means and that achieving a personal goal is not always easy.  
For every althlete who competed, they would have started with a dream and a goal of what they wanted  to 
achieve.  
 
We used the below image and BBC video (Olympics 2024: End credits montage (BBC Sport) (youtube.com) 
to support this:  
 

 
For this challenge, we want children to consider the 
goals they want to work towards this year or over a 
longer period of time. 
  
What do they want to achieve? What do they need to 
do to help them to work towards this goal? 
 
We want children to record this on the prompt (see 
the end of the newsletter) and then share this with 
their class and keep it somewhere to reflect on.  
Children will have the opportunity to share their goals 
and actions on Thursday 26th September in their 
classrooms, and in worship if they wish, on 27th 
September. 
 

 
 

A reminder that for children in KS1, their home learning is set via Class Dojo and in KS2 it is set via Google 
Classroom. 
 
If your child is in Key Stage 2 and they do not have access to a device please speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 
New Spelling Scheme: 
 
This week, pupils in Key Stage 2 have completed a base line spelling test. From this test, we will be pitching the 
spellings that the cohort need to learn.  
 
Please note that due to this assessment, spellings have not yet been set for pupils in Key Stage 2.  
 
Attendance: 
 
It is pleasing to see positive habits regarding attendance and punctuality. Our current school attendance is 96%.  
 
Congratulations to Penguin Class who have 100% attendance since the start of the year.  
 
Our top three attending classes this year are:  
 

Class Attendance 
Penguin Class  100% 

Year 3 97.8% 
Year 6 97.1% 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Reading Awards: 
 
Congratulations to Jasper (Yr 1), Ned (Yr 3) and Adam (Yr 5) who were our winners from the Summer Holiday 
Reading Challenge. 
 

 
 
 
It is fantastic to see so many of our families recording when their child reads in their reading record. This helps us 
to develop a good understanding of what your child is reading, what they are enjoying about the text and any 
challenges they may have. For pupils that read five or more times in a week, they are entered into a raffle draw at 
the end of each half term.  
 
Research shows the positive impact that regular reading has on a child’s academic outcomes. Reading for 20 
minutes a day exposes a child to 1,800,000 words. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Reminder for Parents of Year 6 Pupils: 
 

The applicaƟon process for children due to transfer to secondary school in September 2025 began on 2nd 
September and will close on Thursday 31st October.   

 
 

 
 

Gold Book: 
 
Each week, two pupils are entered into their class Gold Book for displaying the school’s Christian Value and/or for 
going above and beyond in their learning. The pupils listed below have been recognised in our whole school 
Collective Worship this week.  
 
Congratulations to Greyson, Noah and Zofia (Yr 1), William, Maisie C and Ann A (Yr 2), Cynthia and Noah (Yr 3), 
Daniel, Quinn and Lola (Yr 4), Harrison, Hope and Skylar (Yr 5), Elsie D and Freddie P (Yr 6). 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

INSET Days 2024/2025: 

A reminder of this year's INSET Days.  
  
Autumn:  25th October 2024 
  
Spring:      6th January 2025 
 
Summer:  22nd April 2025 
  
You can view the holiday dates here: School Term Dates Calendar 2024 to 2025 (Unsuitable 
for assistive technology users - intended for print and download) (westsussex.gov.uk). 
Please be fully aware of these dates when considering booking any holidays.  

 
 
         Letters sent home this week: 
 
            ~ Invitation to Penguin Class parents for 13th September 
            ~ Height and Weight Checks for Children in Year 6 
            ~ Little Leaders After School Club (for KS1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

Please find below a summary of upcoming events:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see the message below from Bognor Library:  
 
As our 2024 Summer Reading Challenge draws to a close, we would like to invite the children in the Bognor 

area to join us for a finishers party at Bognor Library on Saturday 14th September. 
 

 
 
Home Learning Prompt: 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Details 
Tuesday 17th Sept Year 5 Meet and Greet (8:45-9:30) 
Wednesday 18th Sept Year 3 Meet and Greet (8:45-9:30) 
Monday 23rd Sept Year 1 Parent phonics meeting (9:00-10:00) 
Monday 30th Sept Open Box Theatre Company (Y2, Y3 & Y4) 
Wednesday 2nd Oct Parent Meeting – Fairthorne Residential –(09:00-10:00) 
Monday 7th Oct Good Home Farm off-site visit – Year 2 
Tuesday 8th Oct Individual School Photos (all years) 
Wednesday 9th Oct EYFS Bedtime Breakfast 
Friday 18th Oct Planetarium off-site visit – Year 5 
Tuesday 22nd Oct Prospective New Parent Morning 

 


