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Introduction 

 
At South Bersted, data and assessment is intrinsic to our school vision and values, underpinned by 
John 10:10—Life in all it Fullness. Data and assessment works alongside other key areas to ensure 
our children have the skills and knowledge to achieve high standards and become life-long learners.  
 
Assessment ensures teaching builds upon what has been learned. It is also the means by which 
pupils understand what they have achieved and what they need to work on. Effective assessment is 
essential to quality teaching and learning.    
 
Assessment within our school has two components ‘Assessment for Learning’ and ‘Assessment of 
Learning’ for the latter; data is the product of the assessment. When developing this policy and the 
corresponding assessment framework, key documents include ‘Eliminating Unnecessary Workload 
Associated with Data Management 2016‘ and ‘Making Data Work 2018.’ Data and assessment 
processes should have a clear purpose and a process which is not over-burdensome.  
 

Aims 
 
The aims of this policy are to: 

• establish clear practices in line with assessment and data, 

• ensure a consistent and accurate approach to assessing pupils,  

• ensure clear expectations when reporting to parents, 

• ensure clear expectations of the information provided to stake holders on the school’s 
performance. 
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Types of assessment 
 
At South Bersted CofE Primary School, we use a combination of formative and summative 
assessment to ensure that we have a clear and accurate picture of a pupil’s performance.  

 
Formative Assessment 

 
Formative assessment is ‘Assessment for Learning’ and is ongoing throughout everyday through 
quality first teaching. The goal of formative assessment is to monitor pupil learning to provide on-
going feedback that can be used by adults and pupils to improve teaching and learning.  
 
More specifically, formative assessments: 
 

• Help pupils identify their strengths and weaknesses and target areas that need work. 

• Help teachers recognise misconceptions and areas that pupils find challenging and address problems 

quickly. 

• Identify individuals and groups of pupils for targeted interventions. 

 
Examples of formative assessments we use include: 
 

• Effective use of questioning and activities to elicit knowledge, understanding and to tease out 

misconceptions 

• Immediate feedback during lessons to allow misconceptions to be addressed 

• Asking pupils to demonstrate their understanding through writing (including drafting), drawing, 

matching and sorting 

• Written marking and feedback that is in line with the school’s policy. 

 

Summative Assessment 

 

Summative assessment is ‘Assessment of Learning,’ the goal of summative assessment is to evaluate 

pupil learning at key points by comparing it against a standard or benchmark. 

 

It is important that Summative Assessment is in line with Government recommendations, the key 
guidance states that summative assessment and data should be meaningful and not over-
burdensome.  
 
Key Principles when using summative assessment (Making Data Work 2018) are: 
 
● The purpose and use of data is clear, is relevant to the intended audience and is in line with 
school’values and aims.  
 
● The precision and limitations of data, and what can be inferred from it, are well understood.  
 
● The amount of data collected and the frequency with which it is collected is proportionate.  
 
● School leaders review processes for both collecting data and for making use of the data once 
gathered.  
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At South Bersted, summative assessment takes place at 3 key points across the year; these are 
mapped out in the school calendar and require all year groups to provide data for their classes. This 
is presented differently in each key stage to ensure it is age appropriate. 
 
 
EYFS Summative Assessment 
 

• Baseline assessment in September through observations and small group tasks provide a 
benchmark for planning and attainment 

• Termly data is recorded using evidence in journals. This is taken from observations; self 
initiated evidence, adult initiated tasks and ‘WOW moments’ contributed by parents. 

• The Early Learning Goals and Stages of Development provide the benchmark against which 
pupil’s knowledge, understanding and skills can be measured.   

 
KS1 Summative Assessment 
 
KS1 use less formal methods of assessment, the children do not sit formal test style assessments but 
data is based on 

• Independent tasks and activities e.g. Maths show off books 

• Evidence in books 

• Child voice e.g. when reading with an adult and discussing the text 

• End of Key Stage Assessments for Year 2 

• The National Curriculum 2014 end of year expectations, provide the benchmark against 
which pupil’s knowledge, understanding and skills can be measured.   

 
KS2 Summative Assessment 
 
This includes: 

• End of KS National Curriculum tests in Year 6 

• Termly standardised tests for reading, grammar and spelling 

• Maths Test 

• The National Curriculum 2014 end of year expectations, provide the benchmark against 
which pupil’s knowledge, understanding and skills can be measured.   

• Testing is used in conjunction with the child’s evidence in books to produce data. 
 
 
SEND Assessment 

Early identification of pupils with special educational needs is essential.  Pupils, who are not working 
within the programme of study for their year group, have adapted provision so that their progress 
can be closely monitored. This includes using speech and language tracking systems, KPIs, P-scales 
and the engagement model when necessary (the engagement model will replace P scales 1-4 from 
the 2020/21 academic year subject to consultation and amendments to the relevant legislation.) 
 
Equal Opportunities: 
 
At South Bersted, assessment plays a key role in identifying the individual needs of all children. It 
enables children with special educational needs and disabilities, children who excel and children for 
who English is an additional language to receive differentiated work that meets their needs. The 
school’s approach to assessment then measures if these processes are effective in meeting pupils’ 
needs.  
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The systems that support these processes: 
 

• Moderation: Moderation takes place across locality schools and in school at key intervals 
across the year.  

• Attendance:  Attendance data forms an important role in identifying any challenges for 
children 

• Behaviour: Assessing what other contributing factors could be influencing behaviour for 
learning 

• Statement Tracking: Statement tracking on Target Tracker for all curriculum areas ensures a 
balanced curriculum and identifies gaps.  

  
Recording Judgements and Data Analysis 
 
Data produced from ‘Test Your Knowledge Week’ and KS1 assessment is analysed through Target 
Tracker, teachers use their professional knowledge, test data and moderation to make judgements. 
These are then assessed, accounting for attainment and progress.  
 
Teachers in all year groups also use Target Tracker to track individual curriculum statements for both 
core and foundation subjects. This allows for gaps to be more clearly identified.  
 
Ensuring data and assessment is meaningful: 
 

• Gap Analysis is used to inform future planning  

• Teachers receive an individualised analysis of their class data to complete a ‘Class Profile’ 
which includes, action planning for the cohort, key groups and individual children. 

• Progress tracking from key points—in year, key stage and from EYFS—this is taken from a 
range of points as progress is not linear for children and this is recognised.  

• Key Groups identified—we acknowledge that in most cases this percentage is not always 
statistically meaningful so we ensure this is assessed as part of a well rounded picture 

• Use of standardised testing where possible to allow national comparison of data 

• Pupil Progress Meetings: to collaboratively action plan for key groups and children included 
interventions, pastoral support, parental engagement.  

  
 

Reporting to Parents: 

 

Parents are currently informed termly though Parents’ Consultation meetings. In addition to this, 
parents also receive an Interim Report during the Spring Term which provides next step targets linked 
to the national standards, as laid out in the National Curriculum 2014.  During the Summer Term, 
parents are provided with an end of year report, which sets out how their child has performed in 
relation to their year group’s national curriculum. Towards the end of the Summer Term, parents of 
children in Years 2 and 6 are informed in writing of their child’s attainment in national tasks and tests. 
Parents of children in Year 1 and those pupils who retake the test in Year 2, are also informed of their 
child’s attainment in the national Phonics Screening Test. 
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Reporting to Governors 
 
Once a term assessment data is presented to the Full Governing Body. This includes a data overview 
which pulls key trends from data and whole school attainment and progress data; this includes data 
for each cohort and vulnerable groups.  
 
Governors are also presented with key documentation relating to standardised end of key stage 
assessments, including ASP data.  

 

 


